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WELCOME 
Welcome to Calvary Presbyterian Church!  We are a first-century church in modern Milwaukee. 
 
Here at Calvary, in the practice of the Presbyterian Church, we are all ministers, and we minister 
to one another.  We are an open and affirming community, creating hand-made worship as the 
Holy Spirit leads us, in the tradition of the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
My name is [Your Name], an elder in the church, and I will be the liturgist this morning. Our 
message will be given by [Worship Leader], [Bio].  Our Communion Presider will be [Presider], and 
our pianist is [Pianist]. 
 
Let us now prepare our hearts for worship. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God;  
The holy habitation of the Most High.  
The Lord pours forth rivers from bare mountains, and fountains in valleys’ depths.  
God opens rocks, and water gushes out.  
On dry thirsty land God springs forth streams in the desert. 
   

HYMN: #482 BAPTIZED IN WATER 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Even as we enter into the presence of God, we exclaim with Isaiah: “Woe is me, I am a person of 
unclean ways, dwelling among a tainted people.” If we claim we have no sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sin, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sin and cleanse us of all unrighteousness. Trusting in the steadfast love of God in Christ Jesus the 
Lord, let us pray, God, have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sovereign God, in baptism you called us to turn from sin and to turn to Jesus Christ; but we stray 
from his ways and do not heed your call.  
(Silence)  
God, have mercy.  
Christ have mercy. 
 
In baptism you joined us to Christ in his death that we might be raised with Christ in new life; but 
we cherish old ways and fail to embrace the risen life of righteousness, justice, and love.  
(Silence)  
God, have mercy . 
Christ have mercy. 
 
In baptism you united us with all the baptized who confess your name; but we foster division in 
the church. We refuse to live as one people, and so fail to witness to your reconciling love before 
the world. 
(Silence)  
Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  
 
In baptism you call us to ministry in all realms of life, but we refuse the struggle to know your will; 
we do not nurture the ways of peace; we allow enmity to grow among us, setting neighbor against 
neighbor and nation against nation. We abuse the earth you entrust to our care, and live in 
discord with all you have made. 
 (Silence)  
Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  
 
In baptism you sent us to serve with compassion all for whom Christ died; but we ignore the 
suffering of the oppressed and the plight of the poor. We take bread from the hungry, and stop 
our ears to cries for justice.  
(Silence)  
Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  
 
In baptism you gave us the Holy Spirit to teach and guide us but we rely on ourselves and refuse to 
trust your direction. We spurn your eternal wisdom, Preferring, instead, the luring ways of the 
world.  
(Silence)  
Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  
 
 
 



God, have mercy on us.  Remember the promises you made to us in baptism, forgive our sinful 
ways and heal our brokenness. Set us free from all that enslaves us, and raise us to new life in 
Jesus Christ, that we may be your faithful servants, showing forth your healing love to the 
world, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (STAND) 
Hear the good news: Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ 
rose for us, Christ lives in power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is of the New 
Creation. The old life is finished, gone. Behold, new life has begun. Brothers and Sisters, believe 
the good news:  
 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 
Since Christ has made us the blessed community, the church, let us greet one another with the 
peace of Christ. Peace be with you! 
 
And also with you. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 12:1-13 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be ignorant.  You know 
that when you were gentiles you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak.  
Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus 
be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, and there are varieties of services but the same 
Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according 
to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 

 
 
 



GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 3:13-17 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
 
Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John 
consented. 
 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Creator Spirit, who hovered over the waters at creation’s birth, who descended in the form of a 
dove at Jesus’ baptism, who was poured out under the signs of fire and wind at Pentecost: Come to 
us, open our hearts and minds, so that we may hear the Word of life and be renewed by your 
power, for you live and reign with God and Christ now and forevermore. Amen. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

ANTHEM 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Holy God, by your spirit, the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified. We 
ask you to receive our prayer.  
 
(Calls for joys and concerns. Please respond: God in your mercy hear our prayers.) 
 
God of mercy, you have given us grace to pray with one heart and one voice; and have promised to 
hear the prayers of two or three who agree in your name; fulfil now, we pray, the prayers and 
longings of your people as maybe best for us and for your kingdom. Grant us in this world to 
know your truth, and in the world to come to see your glory. Reconciling Christ, bless us and bless 
all who engage in the sacred work of envisioning new wholeness, and bringing people and nations 
together.  We ask all this through Christ Jesus your true Son who taught us to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Our God teaches us that the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and the one who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Your generous gifts are used to answer the question of 
who our neighbor with confidence is. Most of the people who worship here at Calvary give 
electronically. We have a plate here at God’s table if you wish to give after service. Let us pray for 
all these gifts. 
 
O Lord, we give you thanks with all we are for all you have done for us. In your 
divinity you have come to dwell with us in the muddy waters of humanity, and comingled 
your glory with our sin so that the ribbon of corrupting time is becoming a sparkling 
River of Life flowing through our days. Take all we are, Lord, and use it for your purpose. 
Bless the gifts we give this day that the church might stand as shining witnesses to your 
glory, planted by your living water to bring healing to all peoples. Use us as you will to 
the praise of Christ Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN: #698 TAKE, O TAKE AS I AM 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
My friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! Come! The scriptures teach that the 
people will come from north and south, and from east and west, and sit at table in the Kingdom of 
God. This is the Lord’s Table. You do not need to be a member of Calvary Presbyterian Church. 
You do not need to be a Presbyterian. Christ, our Lord, invites all those who love him. Come to 
the feast which he has prepared. 
 
The Spirit of God be with you all.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to God. 
Give thanks to our God!  
All our thanks, all our praise! 
 
God of the waters of life, your Spirit raced forth and shook the mountains with thunder, and rain 
fell.  And as it fell, it filled the oceans, seas, lakes, rivers, creeks and ponds.  You formed it into a 
garden of life.  Then you one part of dusty earth and three parts of that life sustaining water and 
you made us in your image and placed us in that garden of wonders so that we might delight in 
you and each other.  But, we wandered away.  Enamored by sin and death, we ignored all you 
taught us.  Prophets came to testify about your hopes and to show us the path to freedom, but we 
preferred to be imprisoned.   So, you sent to us your only son, Jesus, who before his ministry began 
was first baptized.  As so, we lift our thanksgiving songs to you. 



 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We glorify your name, Holy God, and bless Jesus, your Child, our Savior.  Lord of all, he came, 
not with shock and awe, but with gentleness and patience.  The light of the world, he came to fan 
the spark of justice until it ignites throughout the world.  Bearer of our sins, he died on the cross, 
snared in death's embrace until the tomb opened up and the Spirit came down, lifting him up, as 
you proclaimed, 'here is my Son, the Resurrected One.' 
 
And so we remember as we gather around this table, we give thanks and remember that…The Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed, gathered with his closest friends and took a loaf of bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is broken for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” In the same way after supper, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as we eat this bread and drink the cup, we proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith! 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Loving God, pour out your Holy Spirit into the world and upon these gifts of bread and wine that 
they may be for us the body and blood of Jesus and that we may be his body in this world.  By your 
Spirit, unite us with Christ and one another until we feast with him in your heavenly realm where 
there is forever justice and peace. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are 
yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  Taste and see the Lord is good. 
 

HYMN: #480 TAKE ME TO THE WATER 
 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 
Go forth into the world to live as those baptized into Christ’s mission. And may the eternal light 
of God keep you rock-solidly immersed in the river of life in the peace and power of Holy Spirit 
now and forevermore. Amen. 


