
Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 

 

WELCOME 
Welcome to Calvary Presbyterian Church! We are a first-century church in modern Milwaukee. 
Here at Calvary, in the practice of the Presbyterian Church, we are all ministers, and we minister 
to one another. We are an open and affirming community, creating hand-made worship as the 
Holy Spirit leads us, in the tradition of the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
My name is [Your Name], an elder in the church, and I will be the liturgist this morning. Our 
message will be given by [Worship Leader], [Bio]. Our Communion Presider will be [Presider], and 
our pianist is [Pianist]. Let us now prepare our hearts for worship. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Heavenly God, like the Israelites in the wilderness, we too have known Your love, and experienced 
Your care and provision. 
 
We pray for the many who do not have enough: enough food to eat, or shelter to keep warm; 
enough employment, or money to pay their bills; enough medicine or medical care. Your grace 
reaches out to all of us. 
 
You call us to live as citizens of heaven, working together with one heart and mind. 
 
Strengthen us to live in a manner worthy of the teachings Jesus taught us. 
 
You invite us to extend that love to the world around us— to care for others as deeply as we care 
for ourselves. 
 
We offer our lives in service of Your kingdom, where the last are first, and the first are last, and 
there is grace enough for all. 
 

HYMN: #372 O FOR A WORLD 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive 
what our lips tremble to name, and what our hearts can no longer bear. Set us free from a past 
that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to 
grow more and more in your likeness and image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 
Amen. 

(Silent Confession) 

 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON (STAND) 
Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith. Beloved people of God, believe 
the good news: through the grace of Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 
Since Christ has made us the blessed community, the church, let us greet one another with the 
peace of Christ. Peace be with you! 
 
And also with you. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING: ISAIAH 58:7-12 
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to 
let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to 
hide yourself from your own kin?  Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be 
your rear guard.  Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will 
say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of 
evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall 
rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.  The LORD will guide you continually, 
and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a 
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.  Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the 
breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

PSALM 100: #795 HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL (REFRAIN ONLY) 
 
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  Worship the LORD with gladness; come before 
him with joyful songs. Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are 
his people, the sheep of his pasture.  
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 
name.  For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all 
generations.  
 

 
 
 



GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 5:13-22 
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.  “You are the light of the 
world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but 
to fulfill.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 
letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.  Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least 
of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.  For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
This is God’s Word. Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

ANTHEM 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray to God, that he will bring to fruition all that he desires for his creation. 
 
You have created the universe by your eternal Word and have blessed humankind in making us 
stewards of the earth. We pray for your world, that we may share and conserve its resources, and 
live in reverence for the creation and in harmony with one another. Lord of creation, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
You have given the human race a rich land, a land of streams and springs, wheat and barley, vines 
and oil and honey. We have made by sin a world of suffering and sorrow. We pray for those who 
bear the weight of affliction, that they may come to share the life of wholeness and plenty. Lord of 
creation, in your mercy, hear us. 
 
In Christ you call us to a new way of life, loving our neighbors before ourselves. Help us to treat 
with care and respect the world as it is as we live in hope and anticipation of the world as it will be 
when your kingdom comes and your will is done. Thank you for those, living and departed, 
who have shown a true respect for your creation. Help us to follow in their footsteps, 
until, with them, we see you face to face, where all is made new in Christ our Lord. 
Today we celebrate those who have served in the armed forces to protect us. We especially 
remember all those that left behind something on the battlefield, whether that was their 
innocence, or their very life. Lord of all, in your mercy, hear us. 
 



Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ who taught 
us to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Our God teaches us that the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and the one who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Your generous gifts are used to answer the question of 
“who is our neighbor” with confidence. Most of the people who worship here at Calvary give 
electronically. We have a plate here at God’s table if you wish to give after service. Let us pray for 
all these gifts. 
 
May the gifts we offer, Loving God, be used to fix breakfast for hungry children, to shower 
others with grace, and to patch the potholes poverty has created in the roadways of the 
kingdom.  This we ask in Jesus' name.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN: #698 TAKE, O TAKE AS I AM 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
My friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! Come! The scriptures teach that the 
people will come from north and south, and from east and west, and sit at table in the Kingdom of 
God. This is the Lord’s Table. You do not need to be a member of Calvary Presbyterian Church. 
You do not need to be a Presbyterian. Christ, our Lord, invites all those who love him. Come to 
the feast which he has prepared.   
 
The Spirit of God be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 



When you came proclaiming creation, God of wonder, you brought forth what no eye had seen: 
snowflakes drifting in a meadow, hawks floating lazily in the sky.  You whispered what no ear had 
heard: whale songs in the deeps, a coyote caroling the moon.  You established what no heart 
believed: justice for the most vulnerable, healing for the broken.  Day by day, you called us to your 
side, but when evening fell, we slipped into sin's enticing shadows, dashing your dreams for us.  
You sent the prophets to us, relying on the Spirit to give them the right words, but we did not 
notice as we practiced hubris.  So you asked Jesus to come, dashing the hopes of the wicked. 
 
So with those who do not fear the good news which he brought, we lift our voices in glad shouts of 
joy: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna is the 
highest. 
 
He came proclaiming your salvation, God of Holiness, your Child of salt and light.  For those in 
the shadows of mourning, he brought light. For those whose lives have crumbled around them, he 
rebuilds their hopes.  For those who are separated by the chasms of fears, he stretches a bridge so 
they can meet each other in harmony.  For all who face death's uncertainty, he went into that 
unknown, coming forth to reassure us that its power had been broken. 
 
And so we remember that Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving thanks to 
God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.  In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this in remembrance of me. 
 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the life and death of the risen Christ, 
until he comes again. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith.   
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.  
 
Loving God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
Make them the body and blood of Christ That we may be his body for the world. By your Spirit 
make us one with Christ and keep us faithful until we are united with him in glory. 
  
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are 
yours almighty God, now and forever.  
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come to the table prepared for you.  
 



HYMN: #749 COME! LIVE IN THE LIGHT! (WE ARE CALLED) 
 

ANOINTING WITH OIL 
 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 


