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WELCOME 
Welcome to Calvary Presbyterian Church!  We are a first-century church in modern Milwaukee. 
Here at Calvary, in the practice of the Presbyterian Church, we are all ministers, and we minister 
to one another.  We are an open and affirming community, creating hand-made worship as the 
Holy Spirit leads us, in the tradition of the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
My name is [Your Name], an elder in the church, and I will be the liturgist this morning. Our 
message will be given by [Worship Leader], [Bio].  Our Communion Presider will be [Presider], and 
our pianist is [Pianist].  Let us now prepare our hearts for worship. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
When we seek justice for the other, when we love kindness more than ever, 
we live as God asks us to live. 
When we walk humbly through life, when we offer mercy to those who hurt us, 
we are the blessing God hopes we will be. 
When we are willing to look foolish by following Jesus, when we choose weakness rather than 
power, 
we reflect the One who is in our midst. 
 

HYMN: #336 WE GATHER TOGETHER 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
If we want to truly live in God's presence, we must live as God's faithful people.  Let us begin by 
confessing all the mistakes we have made, the wrongs we have done, the people we have hurt. Join 
me as we pray together, saying, 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
What have we done to you, dear God?  We dishonor you every time we treat another with 
disrespect.  We shatter your heart when we find it easier to break our word, then to take the 
risk to keep it.  We fill your ears with the gossip, lies, and slander we speak about those around 
us. 
     You are wise enough to forgive our foolishness; 
     you are strong enough to overcome our weakness; 
     you are loving enough to heal the hurt we cause to you and to others.  And so you give us 
new hope and new life in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 

(Silent Confession) 



 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (STAND) 
What has God done to us - shown mercy!  What has God done for us - forgiven us!  This is the 
good news for us. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 
Since Christ has made us the blessed community, the church, let us greet one another with the 
peace of Christ. Peace be with you! 
 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Mighty God, speak to us through your Word today, that we may hear you calling us out of the 
wilderness places in our lives and into new places you have promised to show us. In the name of 
Christ, we pray.  Amen. 
 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 5:1-12 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 



This is God’s Word. Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

ANTHEM 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray to God, that he will bring to fruition all that he desires for his creation. 
 
You have created the universe by your eternal Word and have blessed humankind in making us 
stewards of the earth.  We pray for your world, that we may share and conserve its resources, and 
live in reverence for the creation and in harmony with one another.  Lord of creation, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
You have given the human race a rich land, a land of streams and springs, wheat and barley, vines 
and oil and honey.  We have made by sin a world of suffering and sorrow.  We pray for those who 
bear the weight of affliction, that they may come to share the life of wholeness and plenty. Lord of 
creation, in your mercy, hear us. 
 
In Christ you call us to a new way of life, loving our neighbors before ourselves.  Help us to treat 
with care and respect the world as it is as we live in hope and anticipation of the world as it will be 
when your kingdom comes and your will is done.  Thank you for those, living and departed, 
who have shown a true respect for your creation.  Help us to follow in their footsteps, 
until, with them, we see you face to face, where all is made new in Christ our Lord. 
Today we celebrate those who have served in the armed forces to protect us.  We especially 
remember all those that left behind something on the battlefield, whether that was their 
innocence, or their very life.  Lord of all, in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ who taught 
us to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Our God teaches us that the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and the one who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Your generous gifts are used to answer the question of 
“who is our neighbor” with confidence.  Most of the people who worship here at Calvary give 
electronically. We have a plate here at God’s table if you wish to give after service. Let us pray for 
all these gifts. 
 
May we always be foolish enough to offer our gifts to you, Generous God, for you use them to 
bring justice to the oppressed, to bring laughter to those who mourn, and to offer wonder to 
little children.  This we pray in Jesus' name.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN: #698 TAKE, O TAKE AS I AM 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
My friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! Come! The scriptures teach that the 
people will come from north and south, and from east and west, and sit at table in the Kingdom of 
God. This is the Lord’s Table. You do not need to be a member of Calvary Presbyterian Church. 
You do not need to be a Presbyterian. Christ, our Lord, invites all those who love him. Come to 
the feast which he has prepared.   
 
The Spirit of God be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
You overcame chaos, Wise God, speaking to hills blanketed with snow, pleading your hopes before 
the mountains, spinning planets into the night sky - creating all that is wonderful, including us, 
people shaped in your image. But we thought we knew better than you, running after death's false 
wisdom, chasing sin's silly teachings.  Miriam and Moses, Hannah and Micah were among those 
your sent to call us back to your heart, but we boasted of our exploits, drowning out their 
impassioned pleas.  So you sent Jesus to us, the source of our life and hopes.   
 
With those who are of the same mind, with those who long for your presence, we sing our songs of 
thanksgiving: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna is the 
highest. 
 



Holiness is your nature, God of our lives, and Jesus Christ is your gift of salvation.  Foolishness 
enough to become one of us, his wisdom filled every word, every action.  He left your side in glory, 
so we might realize we could build our lives in your neighborhood.  Weakened by dying on the 
cross, he went into the grave, your resurrecting love strengthening him to defeat the power of sin 
and death. 
 
Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying:  Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the life and death of the risen Christ, 
until he comes again. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith.   
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.  
 
Loving God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
Make them the body and blood of Christ That we may be his body for the world. By your Spirit 
make us one with Christ and keep us faithful until we are united with him in glory. 
  
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are 
yours almighty God, now and forever.  
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come to the table prepared for you.  
 

HYMN: #172 BLEST ARE THEY 
 

ANOINTING WITH OIL 
 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 


