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WELCOME 
Welcome to Calvary Presbyterian Church!  We are a first-century church in modern Milwaukee. 
 
Here at Calvary, in the practice of the Presbyterian Church, we are all ministers, and we minister 
to one another.  We are an open and affirming community, creating hand-made worship as the 
Holy Spirit leads us, in the tradition of the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
My name is [Your Name], an elder in the church, and I will be the liturgist this morning. Our 
message will be given by [Worship Leader], [Bio].  Our Communion Presider will be [Presider], and 
our pianist is [Pianist]. 
 
Let us now prepare our hearts for worship. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
We are children of God: 
Called to praise, and to bless, and to show mercy. 
We are citizens of a nation: 
Called to care, and to respond, and to share our freedom. 
We are members of a community:  
Called to know each other, and to accept each other, and to welcome all. 
We belong to God, and through God, to one another. 
So may our hearts be as one and let us worship our God. 
 

HYMN: #350 KEEP YOUR LAMPS TRIMMED AND BURNING 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Sin shuts us down and stops us short of hearing of God’s Word. Let us open ourselves to hearing 
God’s truth and free ourselves to follow God’s path. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of Hope and Promise, we confess we do not always believe. We confess our questions and 
complaints catch up to us. We cannot understand our suffering and the suffering of others. 
Forgive us when we give up on you and ourselves. Return and restore us to right relationship. 
Help us to not disengage but remain steadfast in faithful dialogues of grace. Amen. 
 



(Silent Confession) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (STAND) 
This morning you will receive the bread and the cup at the Lord's Table. And you will be invited 
to eat and drink believing that the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ was given for a 
complete remission of all your sins. May that assurance be yours in rich abundance. 
 
Thanks be to God.   Amen. 

 
PASSING THE PEACE 
Since Christ has made us the blessed community, the church, let us greet one another with the 
peace of Christ. Peace be with you! 
 
And also with you. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING: NUMBERS 21:4-9 
As the Israelites journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red Sea, through the land of Edom, 
the people grew unhappy because of the way. And they spoke against God, and against Moses 
saying; why have you brought us out of Egypt to die in the wilderness where there is neither bread 
nor water? 
 
 Because of their anger, the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, 
and many Israelites died. Therefore, the people came to Moses, and said, we have sinned, for we 
have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray to God that he takes away the serpents from 
us. Moses granted their request and prayed for them. 
 
The Lord said unto Moses, make thee a fiery serpent, and set upon a pole: and it shall come to 
pass that everyone that is bitten, shall live on looking upon it. Moses made a serpent of brass, and 
put it upon a pole, and those who obeyed the instruction were revived. 
 
This is God’s Word. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 PETER 5:7 
Cast all your anxiety upon God for he cares for you. 
 
This is God’s Word. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

ANTHEM 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray for the needs of the church, the whole human family, and all the world, saying: Hear 
our prayer. 
 
That churches of all traditions may discover their unity in Christ and exercise their gifts in service 
of all, we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
 
That the earth may be freed from war, famine, and disease, and the air, soil, and waters cleansed of 
poison, we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
 
That those who govern and maintain peace in every land may exercise their powers in obedience to 
your commands, we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
 
That you will strengthen this nation to pursue just priorities so that the races may be reconciled; 
the young, educated; and the old, cared for; the hungry, filled; and the homeless, housed; and the 
sick, comforted and healed, we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
 
That you will preserve all who live and work in this [city, town, village, community] in peace and 
safety, we pray to you, O God: Hear our prayer. 
 
That you will accept our thanksgiving for all faithful servants of Christ now at rest, who, with us, 
await a new heaven and a new earth, your everlasting kingdom, we pray to you, O God: Hear our 
prayer. 
 
Merciful God, as a potter fashions a vessel from humble clay, you form us into a new creation. 
Shape us, day by day, through the cross of Christ your Son, until we pray as continually as we 
breathe and all our acts are prayer; through Jesus Christ who taught us to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of abundance, everything we have is on loan from you. Help us be good stewards of all 
your precious resources. Bless these gifts we give in return that they might, in turn, be a blessing 
to others. Amen. 



 

OFFERTORY HYMN: #698 TAKE, O TAKE ME AS I AM 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
My friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  Come!  The scriptures teach that the 
people will come from north and south, and from east and west, and sit at table in the Kingdom of 
God.  This is the Lord’s Table.  You do not need to be a member of Calvary Presbyterian Church.  
You do not need to be a Presbyterian.  Christ, our Lord, invites all those who love him.  Come to 
the feast which he has prepared. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts, people of God. 
We lift them to our Lord so they might be filled with a new spirit. 
Let us give thanks to God who loves us. 
May our willing spirits offer praises to the One who feeds us. 
 
Early on that first morning, Creative God, you crept down quietly down to the kitchen to begin 
crafting creation from simple ingredients.  You poured water into rivers and populated fields with 
animals; you hung the stars in the crystal night and shaped the sun to warm kittens.  You baked 
bread whose aroma drifted up to tickle our souls awake so that we could bound down the stairs 
to be wrapped in your hugs, but we preferred to stay in our rooms, sulking with sin and death. 
Prophets came to remind us that we were your children, but we continued to walk in the shadows, 
holding tight to temptations’ hands.  You could no longer wait for our souls to change on their 
own, so you sent your Child to call us home. 
  
With those we recognize easily as family and those we are not that certain about, we sing our 
praises to you this day: 
 
Holy, holy, holy are you, God of early mornings. 
All creation joins in praising you. 
Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is the One who comes bringing your hope. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Because you are holy, God of all creation, you could hold yourself aloof from us, but in Jesus 
Christ, you came to walk with us. On his days of infancy and as a toddler, we see tiny ones as those  
we are to nurture and protect.  In his days as an adolescent, we learn to listen to questions we 
know we might have trouble answering.  In his friendship with the Mary and Martha, we see that 
all women are our sisters, whose strength and compassion can transform us.  In his challenging 
Peter, James, and John, we discover that men are more insecure than they would ever dare admit. 



In his willingness to embrace the pain of the cross for all those who knew as well as those he never 
met, all of your children are gathered as a family, for death cannot separate us from each other, 
and resurrection love welcomes all equally. 
  
And so we remember as we gather around this table, we give thanks and remember that…  The 
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed, gathered with his closest friends and took a loaf of 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is broken for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way after supper, he took the cup, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as we eat this bread and drink the cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
As we remember his refusal to be exclusive in relationships, as we celebrate the love which is 
poured out for all, we speak of that faith which can be a mystery: 
 
Christ died for his family, which includes everyone; 
Christ was raised, so even the outsiders would be welcome; 
Christ will come and bring us home to the One who embraces each and every one of us. 
 
Holy God of Truth, though we come to your Table as many, may your Holy Spirit make us one 
body and one spirit.  As you feed us with the Bread of Life, may we feed those who know true 
hunger; as your justice illumines our hearts' darkness, may we be a beacon to the oppressed and 
lost; as you speak to us the truth in love, may we be a voice for the powerless and forgotten; as you 
restore us to wholeness, may we bind up our shattered world. 
 
Amen. 
 

HYMN: #172 BLEST ARE THEY 
 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 
Have unity of spirit, 
sympathy, love for one another, 
a tender heart, and a humble mind. 
Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse;  
but repay with a blessing. 
It is for this that you were called—  
that you might inherit a blessing.  
Amen.  or  Thanks be to God. 


